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T H I R T E E N T H 
A N N U A L REPORT 
O F T H E 
RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 
O F T H E 
CITY OF SACO, 
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JANUARY 31,1880, 
T O G E T H E R W I T H T H E 
M A Y O R ' S A D D R E S S , 
And other Annual Reports relating to the Affairs of the City. 
SACO, ME. : 
A. J. Small, Printer. 
1880. 
CITY OF SACO. 
I N B O A R D OF M A Y O R AND ALDERMEN, ) 
March 15, 1880. j 
ORDERED, That the Committee on Printing be authorized and 
directed to cause to be printed, in pamphlet form, eight hundred 
c®pies of the Annual Reports, including the Address of the 
Mayor. 
Read and passed. Sent down for concurrence. 
Attest: JOS. L. MILLIKEN, City Clerk. 
IN COMMON COUNCIL, | 
March 15, 1880. j 
Read and passed in concurrence. 
Attest: SETH M. CHADBOURNE, Clerk, 
A true copy, attest: JOS. L. MILLIKEN, City Clerk. 
MAYOR'S ADDRESS. 
GENTLEMEN OF THE C I T Y COUNCIL : 
In entering upon the performance of our official duties, it be-
hooves us to bear in mind that our predecessors have so 
conducted the affairs of the city as to transmit them to us 
practically free from complications and difficulties. There are 
no suits at law of doubtful issue to harass us, no bills to unas-
ccrtainable amounts to be a source of annoyance in their 
adjustment. Our fellow citizens, therefore, may rightfully de-
mand of us an administration which shall impose light burdens, 
and bestow large blessings. I ask your co-operation with me 
to that end. 
We commence the financial year with debts and assets as 
F I N A N C E S . 
City Bonds, 
" Notes, 
State Tax , 
County Tax , 
School Districts, 
Interest accrued on Notes, 
$25,000 00 
" " " Bonds, 
School District, No . 5, special account, 
27,634 00 
9,836 17 
1,715 14 
1,003 01 
687 67 
104 17 
38 72 
•$66,018 88 
ASSETS. 
S. S. Richards, T a x of 1878, 
Same, Tax of 1870, 
Non-Resident Tax , 1878, 
School District No. 1, special account, 
Cash, 
$442 25 
14,195 75 
250 23 
2,175 13 
6,339 86 
•$23,412 28 
City Debt, Feb. 1, 1880, 
" " " 1879, 
42,606 60 
46,154 23 
Decrease during the year, $3,547 63 
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All the bonds and $1,850 of the notes bear 5 per cent, inter-
est ; the remainder of the notes are subject to interest as follows: 
$19,285 at 4 per cent., $3,500 at 4 1-2, and $3,000 at 6 per 
cent. 
That we may keep the financial affairs of the city constantly 
well in hand, I suggest that the amounts to be appropriated to 
the several departments be carefully considered, and that the 
avoidance of till expenditure in excess of such appropriations 
be the policy which shall govern us. 
STREETS A N D SIDEWALKS. 
Petitions for new streets and roads will be laid before you, 
and I recommend that you cause to be built at once such as you 
may decide to locate. 
I invite you to consider whether it would not be in the line 
of true economy, to make a special appropriation for the con-
struction of permanent sidewalks, and by so doing inaugurate 
a polic}7 which if observed for a few years will not demand from 
year to year expenditure for their repair which leaves but little 
trace behind it. 
SEWERS A N D DRAINS. 
I renew my suggestion of the last two years with regard to a 
systematic building.of sewers, and trust you will cause so much 
work of that description to be done in accordance with the plan 
we have adopted/ as a due regard for moderation in expendi" 
ture will allow. Ygu will be urged to take some action which 
will relieve thq^liyirig near the Woodbury Brook of the offen-
sive odor arising during the warm season from that sluggish 
stream. The adoption of measures which will entirely obviate 
its obnoxious fixtures is generally conceived to involve no in-
considerable expenditure, hut it illbelieved that your ingenuity 
may suggest someLmethod by which they may be rendered less 
objectionable by an outlay not beyond our means. It will 
occur to you lhat whatever is done in that locality should be 
doMgjiaasonably, 
FIRE D E P A R T M E N T . 
The Chief Engineer suggests in his report the need of addi-
tional reservoirs. You will of course provide for ail deficiencies 
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in a matter of so grave importance. The department maintains 
its usual pre-eminence in efficiency, and its consequence is so 
generally appreciated that it is unnecessary for me to ask of 
you a recognition of its merits by liberal appropriations for its 
support. 
PAUPERS. 
Able bodied persons, not on the Farm, are still receiving aid 
from the city, and it is undoubtedly necessary in some instances 
to assist them, but I repeat my recommendation of last year 
that " s o far as practicable, employment by the city be offered 
to its dependants." The net expense of the department has 
been $671.63 less than that of 1878. 
SCHOOLS. 
The Supervisor makes a favorable report concerning them, 
and I have reason for believing that they compare favorably 
with similar institutions in the State. I feel confident that they 
will receive from jrou that generous support which has always 
been accorded to them by your predecessors. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
The Board of Health makes pertinent allusion to precaution-
ary measures which it may be found necessary to adopt for the 
maintenance of the healthful condition of Old Orchard and its 
present attractiveness as a summer resort. Of the measures 
referred to by the Board, and of such others as have regard 
for the convenience and welfare of the large and rapidly increas-
ing population, both permanent and temporary, of that localitj', 
I invite your careful consideration. 
By the will of the late Mrs. Dyer, widow of the lamented Ex-
Mayor Oliver Dyer, a bequest amounting to at least $30,000, 
is left to Trustees " t o establish and conduct a library, which 
shall be forever free to the citizens of Saco," under such rules 
and regulations as the Trustees may adopt. The generous tes-
tatrix, however, attaches this restriction to her bequest: "That 
of the funds hereby bequeathed no more than five thousand dol-
lars be expended in the erection of a building, it being my 
earnest desire that no money be spent in building, if suitable 
accommodations for the library can be otherwise obtained." 
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The Trustees referred to inform me that they are ready to co-
operate with the city in taking measures for the early disposi-
tion of this munificent fund, in accordance with the wishes of 
the testatrix, and I, therefore, recommend the appointment of a 
special committee to confer with those gentlemen, and report to 
this body a plan for such co-operation. 
The danger which threatened us, of non-representation in the 
popular branch of the Legislature of 1880, and the utter failure 
of the means employed to deprive us of voice and vote in that 
body, are known to all of you. I would not by act or deed 
again excite the indignation which prevailed among us while our 
cherished right was imperilled, but I deem it both my duty and 
privilege to congratulate you, and through you the citizens of 
Saco, upon our safe deliverance from the wrongs which menaced 
us, and upon the peaceful re-establishment of the doctrine that 
the rulers of the people shall be those chosen by the people, 
when that choice is plainly expressed, 
OLIVER C. CLARK. 
G O V E R N M E N T 
O F T H E 
C I T Y OF SACO. 
1880. 
MAYOR. 
H O N . O L I V E R C . C L A R K . 
ALDERMEN. 
W A R D 1 . J A M E S W . J O S E . 
" 2 . C H A R L E S H . T U X B U R Y . 
" 3 . G E O R G E F . O W E N . 
" 4 . W I L L I A M J . B R A D F O R D . 
" 5 . A L O N Z O H A S T Y . 
" 6 . J O H N G . O L I V E R . 
" 7 . E N O C H L O W E L L . 
CITY CLERK. 
J O S . L . M I L L I K E N . 
COMMON COUNCILMEN. 
D O R R A N C E L I T T L E F I E L D , PRESIDENT. 
W A R D 1 . H O R A C E S . P E R K I N S , 
T H E O D O R E T . Y O U N G . 
2 . J O S E P H W . H O B S O N , 
B E N J A M I N G . M I L L I K E N . 
3 . I S A I A H P . M I L L I K E N , 
B E N J A M I N G . D A M E . 
4 . C H A R L E S L . N I C K E R S O N , 
J O H N Q U I N B Y . 
5 . J O H N W . W H I T E H E A D , 
L I B E R T Y L . P E C K . 
6 . W I L L I A M O . F R E E M A N , 
C H A R L E S S . J O S E . 
7 . D O R R A N C E L I T T L E F I E L D , 
F R A N K H O D G D O N . 
S E T H M . C H A ^ D B O U R N E , CLERK OF COMMON COUNCIL. 
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W A R D OFFICERS. 
Wardens. Ward Clerks. 
W A R D 1 . Mark D. Kimball. William O. M. Haines. 
" 2. Daniel S. Sands. Frank H. Tucker. 
" 3. Eben H. C. Bradbury. Albert C. Sawyer. 
" 4. George W . Scamman. Otis C. Littlefield. 
" 5. Bartlett S. Emery. George H. Doe. 
" 6. David G. Tapley. Frederic L, Richardson. 
" 7. Luther A . Cheney. Alton R. Emmons. 
CONSTABLES. 
W A R D 1 . Ephraim H. Floyd. 
" 2. Orrin P. Greene. 
" 3. George E. Dearing. 
" 4. Charles H. Hanson. 
" 5. Charles S. Emery. 
" 6- Richard L . K. Grant. 
" 7. Obadiah Durgin. 
JUDGE OF THE MUNICIPAL COURT. 
Samuel F. Chase. 
CITY SOLICITOR. 
Rufus P. Tapley. 
TREASURER. 
Frank Foss. 
COLLECTOR. 
Sumner S. Richards. 
AUDITOR. 
Winfield S. Hasty. 
ASSESSORS. 
Charles E. Sawyer, 
Owen B. Chadbourne, 
John Jameson. 
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OVERSEERS OP POOR. 
John F. Stearns, 
Francis A . Boothby, 
Frank R. Milliken. 
BOARD OF HEALTH. 
John E. L. Kimball, 
Joseph P. Grant, 
Rufus P. Tapley, 
CITY PHYSICIAN. 
Joseph P. Grant. 
SUPERVISOR OF SCHOOLS. 
Samuel F. Chase. 
ENGINEERS OF FIRE DEPARTMENT. 
Augustus Lord, Chief Engineer. 
Daniel S. Sands, 1st Assistant. 
Joseph F. Chadbourne, 2nd Assistant. 
CITY MARSHAL. 
Richard L. K. Grant. 
POLICE OFFICERS. 
Isaac E. Stover, 
Ephraim H. Floyd. 
SPECIAL POLICE OFFICERS. 
Joseph F. Dearing, 
Augustus Lord, 
Daniel S. Sands, 
Eben H. C. Bradbury, 
Alanson Dunn, 
Frank G. Staples, 
Albert Jelleson, 
Oren Fenderson, 
Charles H. Stewart, 
Charles C. Fenderson, 
Frederic C. Bradbury. 
Charles W . Scamman, 
Obadiah Durgin, 
Joseph F. Chadbourne, 
Westbrook Beriy, 
Alexander Goldthwaite, 
Daniel Floyd, 
Edson H. Milliken, 
Charles P. Rhodes, 
James W. Porter, 
Albert C.. Sawyer, 
James L. Huntress, 
Joseph W . Davis, 
John Jameson, 
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W . A . Whittier, 
Oliver B. Bradbury, 
Harlan P. Hanson, 
C. Fayette Staples, 
Herbert P. Skofteld, 
Joseph F. Adams, 
Benjamin Remick. 
COMMISSIONERS OP ROADS AND STREETS. 
District No. 1. George F . Boothby. 
" 2, William H. Andrews. 
" 3. Alvan Googins. 
" ' 4- Daniel E. Johnson. 
" 5. John Edgecomb. 
SCHOOL AGENTS. 
District No . 1. John Chadwick, 
' ' Thomas Buckminster, 
William H Owen. 
2. Moses P. Church. 
3. O. A . S. Mayberry, 
4. George H. Boothby. 
5. Horace Sawyer. 
6. Joseph C. Grant. 
7. Greenleaf Sawyer. 
8. James W . Sands. 
9. James Patterson. 
Living H. Lane, 
James Andrews, 
Martin H. Dearing, 
Arthur B. Haines, 
John Jameson, 
Joseph W . Hobson, 
Charles Littlefield, 
Joseph T . Graffam, 
Levi Boothby, 
Joseph F. Adams, 
George W . Hobson, 
Samuel W . Seavey, 
Charles J. Goodwin, 
SURVEYORS OF LUMBER. 
Daniel Rounds, 
Michael N. Milliken, 
Albion K. P. Chellis, 
Abiatha W. Leavitt, 
David Tuxbury, 
Dominicus Jordan, 
Joseph L. Hobson, 
Frederic Dunn, 
Samuel C. Hamilton, 
Samuel Berry, 
Willis McKenney, 
Nathaniel Currier, 
Charles H. Tuxbury, 
William C. Dain. 
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SURVEYORS 
Samuel W. Seavey, 
Living H. Lane, 
Joseph L. Ilobson, 
Frank W . Nutter, 
Winfield S. Dennett, 
Frederic Dunn. 
Martin H. Dearing, 
Samuel Berry, 
Dominicus Jordan, 
George W. Ilobson, 
Oliver Batts, 
OF WOOD AND BARK. 
Willis McKenney, 
Lewis McKenney, 
Charles Littlefield, 
Luther A . Cheney, 
Joseph W . Hobson, 
Michael N. Milliken, 
Amos T . Marston, 
Ira C. Doe, 
Samuel C. Hamilton, 
Abiatha W. Leavitt, 
D. Frank Littlefield. 
John Tounge, 
Liberty L. Peck, 
Brewster S. Boulter, 
George B. Cutter, 
Lewis McKenney, 
Ira C. Doe, 
PORT WARDENS. 
Abraham Cutter, 
David Patterson, 
George W . Scamman. 
CITY WEIGHERS. 
Abraham Cutter, 
Charles Hersey, 
William Hill, 
John Quinby, 
Lucius L. Milliken. 
FENCE VIEWERS. 
Levi Boothby, 
Alvin B. Googins, 
William N. Perry. 
CULLERS OF STAVES. 
William Stevenson, 2d, 
Benjamin Prescott. 
JOINT STANDING COMMITTEES. 
FINANCE. 
The Mayor, 
Alderman George F. Owen, 
Councilman Dorrance Littlefteld, 
" John Quinby, 
" Joseph W. Hobson. 
ACCOUNTS. 
Alderman Enoch Lowell, Councilman Theodore T. Young, 
" Liberty L. Peck. 
PUBLIC PROPERTY. 
The Mayor, Councilman Charles S. Jose, 
Alderman Enoch Lowell, " Charles L. Nickerson. 
PRINTING . 
Alderman John G. Oliver, Councilman Frank Hodgdon, 
" William 0 . Freeman. 
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 
The Mayor, Councilman Dorrance Littlefield, 
Alderman Chas. H. Tuxbury, " Theodore T. Young, 
Alderman Wm. J. Bradford, Councilman William 0 . Freeman, 
Alderman Alonzo Hasty, Councilman Isaiah P. Milliken, 
Chas. L. Nickerson. 
SEWERS AND DRAINS. 
Horace S. Perkins. 
POOR. 
John W. Whitehead. 
The Mayor, 
ORDINANCES. 
Councilman Chas. S. Jose, 
" Liberty L. Peck. 
The Mayor, 
Alderman Geo. F. Owen, 
STREETS. 
Councilman Dorrance Littlefield, 
Benjamin G. Dame, 
Benj. G. Milliken. 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT. 
Alderman James W . Jose, Councilman Frank Hodgdon, 
" Benj. G. Dame. 
LIGHTING STREETS. 
The Mayor, Councilman Dorrance Littlefield, 
" Joseph W . Hobson. 
STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE BOARD OF M A Y O R AND ALDERMEN. 
POLICE. 
The Mayor, Aldermen Charles H. Tuxbury, 
John G. Oliver. 
LICENSES. • 
The Mayor, Aldermen Enoch Lowell, Geo. F. Owen. 
ENROLLED BILLS. 
Aldermen Alonzo Hasty, James W . Jose, Charles 
H. Tuxbury. 
ELECTIONS. 
Aldermen William J. Bradford, John G. Oliver, 
Alonzo Hasty. 
INTOXICATING LIQUORS. 
Aldermen James W . Jose, Charles II. Tuxbury, 
William J. Bradford. 
STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE COMMON CODNCIL, 
ELECTIONS. 
Councilmen Benjamin G. Milliken, John Quinby, 
Horace S. Perkins. 
ENROLLED BILLS. 
Councilmen John W , Whitehead, Isaiah P. Milliken. 

TREASURER'S REPORT. 
T o TUE H O N . M A Y O R AND CITY COUNCIL : 
GENTLEMEN : — I herewith submit my report as Treasurer of 
the City of Saeo for the financial year ending January 31, 1880. 
Tlie total cash transactions of the year are as follows, viz : 
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CASH RECEIPTS. 
City Notes, $21,600 00 
City Teams, 2,066 50 
Contingent, 428 65 
City Building, 181 00 
Fire Department, 75 00 
Interest, 593 50 
Non Resident tax, 1877, 1,106 59 
" " " 1878, 663 49 
Paupers, 352 25 
City Farm, 280 68 
Sewers and Drains, 163 60 
School District No. 5, Special account 188 16 
Printing, Book and Stationery, 110 08 
Street and Highways, 50 
Schools, 114 20 
Pepperell Park, 30 00 
Free High School, 290 37 
J. F. Dearing, 1876, 49 90 
S. S. Richards, 1877, 254 51 
S. S. Richards, 1878, . 12,996 65 
S. S. Richards, 1879, 46,240 44 
Public Property, 22 00 
Interest School District No. 5, Special account, 6 59 
87,814 66 
Cash on hand Feb. 1, 1879, 1,313 39 
$89,128 05 
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P A Y M E N T S . 
City Notes, 
City Teams, 
Contingent, 
City Building, 
Fire Department, 
Interest, 
Paupers, 
City Farm, 
Sewers and Drains, 
Bridges, 
Free High School, 
Police and Night Watch, 
Printing, Book and Stationery, 
Reservoirs, 
Public Property, 
Streets and Highways, 
Schools, 
Street Lamps, 
Side and Cross Walks, 
New Streets, 
City Officers, 
Pepperell Park, 
Grove Street, 
State of Maine, 
State Pension, 
School District No. 5, Special account, 
County of York, 
Cash on hand Feb. 1, 1880. 
$23,317 00 
2,025 99 
2,773 50 
341 63 
3,553 95 
2,870 99 
1,618 97 
1,110 92 
1,481 45 
278 76 
1,983 10 
1,958 77 
433 75 
118 98 
1,180 22 
5,958 83 
10,176 37 
1,240 79 
965 47 
798 80 
3,257 47 
295 47 
2,946 31 
S,074 23 
4,H 00 
3 57 
3,374 90 
82,788 19 
6,339 86 
889.128 05 
OK. CITY OF SACO. CR. 
188 I. 1880. 
Jan. 31. To City Bonds, $25,000 00 Jan. 31. By S. S. Richards, Coll., 1878, $ 442 25 
To City Notes, 27,635 00 ti . i. u. " 1879, 14,195 75 
To State of Maine acct. bal., 9,836 17 By Non-Resident tax, 1878, 259 29 
To County of York, 1,715 14 By School Dist. No. l ,Spec. Acct. , 2,175 13 
To School Districts, 1,003 01 Cash, 6,339 86 
To accrued int. on City Notes, 687 67 Balance City D> bt, 42,606 60 
" " " " Bonds, 104 17 
To School Dist. No. 5,Spec. Acct. , 37 72 $66,018 88 
$66,018 88 
1880. 1879. 
Feb. 1. City Debt, $42,606 60 Feb. 1. City Debt, $46,154 23 
Decrease during year, 3,547 63 
$46,154 23 $46,154 23 
19 
CASH. 
DR. SPRING STREET SCHOOL HOUSE ACCOUNT. 
1879. 
Feb. 1, Balance cash in treasury, $69 18 
Note, 200 00 
CASH. $269 18 
SPRING STREET SCHOOL HOUSE ACCOUNT. CR. 
By interest on notes, ' $203 75 
Balance cash in treasury, 65 43 
$269 18 
DR. SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1 ACCOUNT. 
1880. 
Feb. 1, Notes Outstanding, $3,400 00 
Due City of Saco, 2,175 13 
Accrued Interest, 63 52 
$5,638 65 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1 ACCOUNT. CR. 
1880. 
Feb. 1, By cash in treasury, $65 43 
By balance of indebtedness, 5,573 22 
$5,638 65 
CASH. 
Dr. SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 4 SPECIAL ACCOUNT. 
1880. 
Feb. 1, To sale of old school house, $30 00 
To outstanding note, 672 00 
$702 00 
CASH. 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 4 SPECIAL ACCOUNT. Cr. 
1880. 
Feb. 1, By orders paid, $ 0 7 0 5 3 
Balance cash in treasury, 3 1 4 ' 
S702 00 
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DR. S T A T E OF M A I N E ACCOUNT, 1879. 
1880. 
Jan. 31, T o School Fund, $784 67 
To Mill School Fund. 1,810 15 
To State Pension, 48 00 
Balance due State, 9,836 17 
$12,478 99 
S T A T E OF M A I N E ACCOUNT. CR. 
1880. 
Jan. 31, By amount assessed, $12,478 99 
The credits of the several School Districts are as follows, viz.: 
District No. 1, $102 72 
" 2, 121 19 
" 3, 231 89 
" 4, 136 02 
" 5, 151 41 
" 6, 129 81 
" 7, 7 72 
" 8, 112 14 
" 9, 10 11 
$1,003 01 
ABSTRACT OF TREASURER'S ACCOUNTS, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JANUARY 31, 1880. 
Bridges 
Contingent, 
City Officers, 
City Teams, 
City Building 
Discount on T a x e s , 
Fire Department 
Free High School, 
Interest, 
New Streets 
Overlayings and Abatements, 
Police and Night Watch 
Paupers 
Printing, Book and Stationery, 
Public Property, 
Pepperell Park, 
Reservoirs, 
Streets and Highways, 
Street Lamps 
Sewers and Drains 
Side and Cross Walks, 
Grove Street, O. 0 
Schools , 
Increase accrued Interest on Notes, 
Decrease " " Bonds 
State Pension 
Appropriations 
750 00 
380C 00 
3300 00 
3000 00 
4000 00 
1800 00 
2800 00 
800 00 
837 26 
2000 00 
3000 00 
450 00 
1200 00 
500 00 
500 00 
(.200 00 
1300 00 
2000 00 1000 00 
800 00 
7300 00 
47337 26 
Credits. 
2066 50 
181 00 
"75*00 
200 37 
593 50 
632 93 110 0-t 
22 00 
30 00 
50 
'ios'oo 
3009 02 
25 00 
48 00 
7676 15 
750 00 
4228 65 
3300 00 
2006 50 
181 00 
3000 00 
4075 00 
2090 37 
3393 50 
800 00 
837 26 
2000 00 
3632 93 
560 08 
1222 00 
530 00 
500 00 
6200 50 
1300 tO 
2163 60 1000 00 
800 00 
10309 02 
" 2 5 00 
48 00 
5)013 41 
Expenses. 
278 76 
2773 50 
3257 47 
2025 99 
341 63 
2824 40 
3553 95 
1983 10 
2870 99 
798 80 
1057 10 
195* 77 
2729 89 
433 75 
1180 22 
295 47 
118 0» 
5958 83 
1240 79 
1481 45 
965 47 
2946 31 
10309 02 
33 14 
'48*00 
51465 78 
Unexpended 
Balances and 
Credits. 
471 24 
1455 15 
42 53 
40 51 
"i75*60 
521 05 
107 27 
522 51 
1 20 
' j i 23 
903 04 
120 33 
41 78 
231 53 
381 02 
241 67 
59 21 
082 15 
34 53 
25 00 
6107 55 
Overdrafts and 
Credits. 
Decrease of 
City Debt. 
160 63 
219 84 
2146 31 
' "33 ' i i 
3547 1 
22 
The outstanding notes of the City, as you will see by the 
foregoing statements, amount to $27,635.00, bearing interest 
as follows, viz. : 
$3,000.00 at 6 per cent. 
$1,850.00 at 5 p e j cent. 
$3,500.00 at 4 1-2 per cent. 
$19,285.00 at 4 per cent. 
Respectfully submitted, 
F R A N K FOSS, City Treasurer. 
T o THE CITY COUNCIL : 
GENTLEMEN : — I have carefully examined all the accounts of 
the Treasurer for the Financial year ending Jan. 31, 1880, and 
find the same correctly cast and properly vouched. 
ENOCH L O W E L L , 
Chairman Com. on Accts. 
S T A T E M E N T 
O F T H E 
RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 
O F T H E 
C I T Y OF 8 ACO, 
For the Fiscal Year ending February I, 1880. 
R E C E I P T S . 
City Notes, $21,600 00 
City Teams, 2,066 50 
Contingent, 428 65 
City Building, 181 00 
Fire Department, 75 00 
Interest, 593 50 
Non-Resident Tax, 1877, 1,106 59 
" " " 1878, 663 49 
Paupers, 352 25 
City Farm, 280 68 
Sewers and Drains, 163 60 
School Dist. No. 5, Special account, 188 16 
Printing, Books and Stationery, 110 08 
Streets and Highways, 50 
Schools, 114 20 
Pepperell Park, 30 00 
Free High School, 290 37 
J. F. Dearing, Collector, 1876, 49 90 
S. S. Richards, " 1877, 254 51 
" " " 1878, 12,996 65 
» " " 1879, 49,064 84 
Public Property, 22 00 
Interest School District No. 5, Special account. 6 59 
90,639 06 
Cash on hand Feb. 1, 1879. 1,313 39 
SO 1,952 42 
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E X P E N D I T U R E S . 
BRIDGES. 
Paid Amos T . Marston, Comr., $14 00 
Joseph Hobson, for Lumber, 99 79 
L . B. Milliken, for Supplies, 17 31 
S. C. Hamilton, for Lumber, 8 20 
Daniel Floyd, for Labor, 74 80 
City Teams, 20 00 
Laborers, 44 66 
$278 76 
CONTINGENT. 
Paid Maine Insane Hospital, $455 56 
" Reform School, 94 56 
" Industrial School, 57 00 
B. & M. R . R. , for water, 250 00 
Post Sheridan G. A . R. , 75 00 
S. M. Chadbourne, Clerk C. C., 40 00 
Ward Officers, and for use of W . R. , 90 00 
Sweetser & Co., Municipal C. Room, 150 00 
L. B. Milliken, Repairs on and care of 
Clock, 42 28 
I. T . Drew, Professional services, 351 50 
R. L. K. Grant, Truant Officer, Post-
ing notices, &c., 135 16 
Noyes & Co., Advertising Non-Resident 
Taxes & Blanks, 266 25 
For Watering Troughs, 21 (>0 
R. P. Tapley, Extra service as Solicitor, 100 00 
Supervisor of Schools, horse hire, &c., 47 54 
Chas. Hersey & Co., for Coal, 24 25 
A . & B. E. Cutter, " " 42 75 
Board of Health, 65 00 
Committee on Accounts, 50 00 
J. F. Stearns, Supplies, 21 50 
P. C. Sands, Pound Keeper, 15 00 
W . S. Dennett, for Surveying, 67 50 
Amount carried forward, $2461 85 
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Amount brought forward, 
F. A . Day, Carpeting, 77 11 
II. H. Burbank, Extra Services, (out,) 33 37 
J. F. Dearing, Summoning witnesses, &c., 7 50 
A . G. Prentiss, Use of Well, &c., 15 00 
B. F. Hamilton, Supplies, 7 73 
M. D. Kimball, Taking list of Polls, &c., 30 00 
W . A . Goodwin, For Surveying, 20 00 
J. Tounge & Co., Supplies, 7 94 
A . Green, Care of holes in ice, 10 00 
S. S. Richards, Blank Deeds, &c., - 11 50 
Sundry Small Bills, 95 50 
CITY OFFICERS. 
Paid Mayor's Salary, $200 00 
City Clerk's Salary, 550 00 
Treasurer's ' ' 250 00 
Auditor's " 150 00 
Solicitor's " 50 00 
Marshal's " 100 00 
City Physician, 40 00 
Supervisor of Schools, 250 00 
Board of Health, 35 00 
Engineers of Fire Department, 300 00 
Overseers of Poor, 150 00 
" " (outstanding,) 36 82 
Assessors, 546 00 
Collector, 599 65 
CITY BUILDING. 
Paid A , C. Sawyer, Care of Hall, $199 00 
S. &. B. Gas Light Co., 126 88 
A . & B. E. Cutter, Coal, 13 50 
Lowell & Lord, Supplies, 2 25 
CITY TEAMS. 
Paid Drivers, $1,277 50 
Hay, Grain, &c., 748 49 
$24G1 85 
12,773 50 
5,257 47 
8341 63 
§2,025 99 
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CITY NOTES. 
Paid City Notes, $23,317 00 
COUNTY OP YORK. 
Paid County Tax, $3,374 90 
DISCOUNT ON TAXES. 
Paid 6 per cent, on Taxes paid on or before Oct. 
10, 1879, $2,824 40 
FREE HIGH SCHOOL. 
Paid B. R. Melcher,. $1,400 00 
L . M. Chad wick, 490 00 
Fuel and Care of Room, 77 50 
Repair and Supplies, 15 60 
FIRE DEPARTMENT. 
Paid Gov. Fairfield S. F. E. Co. , $916 25 
Saco 904 50 
J. W . Beatty & Co., for Hose, 662 67 
F. G . Staples, Care of Chemical Engine, 100 00 
Manchester Locomotive Works, 
Repairs, 46 47 
Saco & Biddeford Gas Co., 127 00 
R. S. Merrill, Repairs, 10 95 
A . P. Chellis, 12 55 
I. H. Towle, 69 00 
Wm. Hill & Co., Coal, 78 40 
City Teams, for hauling Engines, 550 00 
O. C. Clark, Supplies, 19 00 
Lowell & Lord, " 32 46 
Sundry Small Bills, 24 70 
GROVE STREET, OLD ORCHARD. 
Paid C. E. Gorham, Land Damage, &c., $2,085 51 
R. P. Tapley, Professional Services, 1 50 
County of York, for Costs, &c , 320 25 
A . Googins, Building Street, 280 95 
For Surveying, Costs, and Fees, 109 60 
$1,983 10 
$3,553 95 
$2,946 31 
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INTEREST ON CITY DEBT. 
Paid Interest on Notes and Bonds, $2,870 99 
PAUPERS. 
Expenses of City Farm, $1,110 92 
John F. Stearns, Rent and outside 
Bills, 463 09 
J. B. Marr, Supplies at Jail, 21 40 
Daniel Milliken, Board, 50 00 
J. W . Whitehead, Supplies, 68 66 
Bean Brothers, " 97 00 
Sov. of Industry, " 34 35 
G. Berry, " 35 50 
E. Boardman, " 41 86 
O. P. Greene, " 22 95 
S. Gurney & Son, " 58 54 
F. F. Walker, 43 00 
Cheney & Garland, " 44 20 
J. A , Hyde, 89 00 
W . S. Hasty & Co., 67 63 
A. G. Prentiss, " 67 50 
H. R. Jordan, " 29 00 
L. B. Seavey, " 23 46 
Gilpatric Bros., " 9 18 
Samuel Chase, " 28 00 
Nathaniel Billings, " 178 50 
R. B. Johnson, " 20 90 
A . & B. E. Cutter, " 3 38 
F. C. Bradbury, " 41 00 
Sundry Small Bills, 80 87 
$2,729 89 
PUBLIC PROPERTY. 
Paid F. A . Johnson, for Supplies 
L. II. & A , R. Doten, " 
L. Emmons, Labor, 
Cleaveland & Marston, Supplies, 
Wm. D. Burnham & Son, Labor, 
Amount carried forward, 
$205 00 
123 16 
174 44 
58 00 
82 52 
643 12 
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Amount brought forward, 
Wm. H . Pray, " 
S. & B. Gas Light Co. , " 
Tuxbury & Dain, Supplies, 
A . P . Moocly, " 
Geo . A . Whitney, " 
John Tounge & Co. , " 
Walter Corey, " 
G. W . Bragdon, Labor, 
A . & B . E. Cutter, Supplies, 
D . Buck, " 
S. C. Hamilton, " 
J . F . Dealing, " 
H . Dolby, 
B. & M , R . R . , Freight, 
Lowell & Lord, Supplies, 
J . F . Locke, Labor, 
POLICE 
Paid I . E . Stover, 
E . H . Floyd, 
W . A . Whittier, 
A . W . Mitchell, Supplies, 
J . F . Dearing, 
E . H . C. Bradbury, 
A . C. Sawyer, 
A . Dunn, 
H . P . Hanson, 
R . L . K . Grant, 
O. Fenderson, 
James B . Marr, 
PRINTING, BOOKS, KTC. 
Paid Hall L . Davis, for Supplies, 
H . B . Kendrick, 
Hoyt , Fogg & Donham, 
S. S. Mitchell, 
W . S. Dennett, 
Noyes & Co. , 
Sundry Small Bills, 
643 12 
26 00 
20 86 
1 8 9 4 
7 4 2 4 
3 8 5 0 
6 2 5 4 
1 5 0 0 
1 9 3 7 
1 7 0 8 
1 0 8 4 
1 2 4 0 
1 0 5 0 
1 1 8 7 
5 2 9 
1 0 3 6 7 
9 0 0 0 
$1,180 22 
$ 7 4 6 0 0 
7 4 0 0 0 
9 5 5 0 
2 5 2 7 
6 - 7 5 
1 5 7 5 
2 5 0 
11 00 
1 5 0 
2 0 5 0 0 
3 8 0 0 
7 1 5 0 
$ 1 , 9 5 8 77 
$ 9 9 6 5 
2 5 8 5 
2 5 0 
16 81 
8 00 
2 6 5 3 5 
1 5 5 9 
$433 75 
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PEPPERELL P A R K . 
Paid Goodwin Bros., for Stone, 
A . T . Marston, Labor, 
A . G. Prentiss, Grass Seed, 
J. F. Dearing, Selling Grass, 
W . S. Dennett, Surveying, 
D . Buck, Supplies, 
NEW STREETS, 
Paid A , T. Marston, Commissioner, 
City Teams, 
For Labor, 
RESERVOIRS. 
Paid A . T. Marston, Commissioner, 
C. M, Littlefield, Lumber, 
City Teams, 
For Labor, 
SIDEWALKS. 
Paid A. T. Marston, Commissioner, 
Goodwin Bros., Stone, 
City Teams, 
For Labor, 
SEWERS AND DRAINS. 
Paid A. T . Marston, Commissioner, 
Goodwin Bros , Stone, 
W . S. Dennett, Surveying, 
B. Eemick, Private Sewer, 
W . D. Burnham, Labor and Material, 
S. C. Hamilton, Lumber, 
John Burnham, Grates, 
Lowell & Lord, Drain Pipe, 
Marston & Durgin, Brick, 
Lord & Linnell, 
City Teams, 
Labor, 
$1'82 25 
84 
! 
-
CO
 
7 17 
5 50 
13 50 
2 68 
$30 00 
58 00 
710 80 
$13 00 
4 46 
20 00 
81 52 
$G5 00 
15 90 
360 00 
524 57 
$98 00 
8 00 
20 75 
20 00 
, 512 35 
70 28 
70 70 
41 58 
7* 50 
23 70 
54 00 
486 59 
$295 47 
$798 80 
$118 98 
$964 47 
SI.481 45 
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STREET LIGHTS. 
Paid J. B. Marr, Care of Lights, $34 00 
O. Fenderson, " " " 170 00 
Lord & Linnell, Supplies, 33 35 
A . T . Marston, Labor, 8 50 
John Tounge & Co., Glass, &c., 18 20 
S. C. Hamilton, Posts, 5 13 
S. & B. Gas Co., Gas, 837 38 
Oil, Chimneys, &c., 97 25 
Sundry small Bills, 36 98 
$1,240 79 
STREETS AND HIGHWAYS. 
Dist. No. 1. 
Paid Samuel Seavy, Commissioner, $83 50 
G. Shackford, " 19 00 
Labor and Material, 871 56 
$974 06 
Dist. No. 2. 
Paid James McKenney, Commissioner, $58 00 
Labor and Material, ' 653 40 
$ V 1 1 40 
Dist. No. 3. 
Paid Wm. II. Googins, Commissioner, $25 50 
A. Googins, " 52 25 
Labor and Material, 660 40 
$738 15 
Dist. No. 4. 
Paid A . T . Marston, Commissioner, $500 00 
City Teams, 1,024 50 
Labor and Material, 1,698 95 
Dist. No. 5. 
Paid Daniel Floyd, Commissioner, $53 00 
Labor and Material, 258 77 
3,223 45 
$311 77 
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STATE OF MAINE. 
Paid State Tax, 
" Pensions, 
$8,674 23 
48 00 
3,722 23 
SCHOOL DIST. NO. 5 , SPECIAL ACCOUNT. 
Paid S. S. Richards, Collector, 3 57 
SCHOOLS. DISTRICT NO. 1 . 
Grammar Schools. 
Paid L. O. Straw in full to Feb. 1, 1880, $1000 00 
J. R. King, " " " " 1000 00 
Isabel Baker, " 
Ella Baker, " 
385 00 
385 00 
Intermediate Schools. 
Paid L. A . Dearing in full to Feb. 1, 1880, 360 00 
Addie Small, " " " " 360 00 
Eva Thompson, " " " " 200 00 
Clara P. Merrill, " " " " 100 00 
Julia D. Merrill, " " " " 100 00 
Primary Schools. 
Paid A . E. Atkins, in fu 
Sarah C. Field, 
M. E. Jordan, 
Fannie H. Chase, 
Annie M. Patterson, 
L. E. Gowdy, 
Mary Andrews, 
to Feb. 1, 1880, $340 00 
340 00 
340 00 
340 00 
340 00 
340 00 
340 00 
Mixed Schools. 
Paid Sarah J. Hill, 7 weeks at 5.50, 
Lizzie M. Briard, 8 " 
Mary A. Milliken, 16 weeks at 5.50, 
Myra J. Deering, " 
$38 50 
44 00 
88 00 
88. 00 
$6,528 50 
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Paid Janitor, to Feb. 1, 1880, 38 w. at $9, $342 00 
For numbering scholars, 1568, 
at 1 1-2 cts. each, 23 52 
Curbstone and Graveling, 100 62 
For Fuel, 334 22 
Repairs on School Houses, 228 56 
" " Stoves and Furnaces, 62 92 
Books and Supplies, 162 50 
Agents service, 100 00 
$1,354 34 
$7,882 84 
OUTSIDE SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 
Paid for Salaries, $1,650 00 
Supplies and Repairs, 643 53 
$2,293 53 
Total Expenditures, $85,612 59 
RECAPITULATION. 
Cash on hand, Feb. 1, 1879, $1,313 39 
" Receipts for 1879, 90,639 06 
91,952 45 
Expenditures, 85,612 59 
Balance in hands of Treasurer, $6,339 86 
W . S . H A S T Y , AUDITOR. 
Saco, Jan. 31, 1880. 
R E P O R T 
O F T H E 
COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS. 
T o THE H O N . M A Y O R AND CITY COUNCIL : 
The Joint Standing Committee on Accounts, to whom was 
referred the statement of the accounts of the City Treasurer for 
the year ending January 31, 1880, respectfully submit the fol-
low ing report: 
They have carefully examined the Treasurer's accounts, com-
pared the several items with the entries in his books, and find 
them properly vouched and correctly stated. 
ENOCH LOWELL, 
Chairman of Committee on Accounts. 
Saco, March G, 1880. 
R E P O R T 
OF T H E 
BOARD OF HEALTH. 
T o THE CITY COUNCIL OF S A C O : 
The Board of Health for said City beg leave to submit the 
following report: 
The duties of the Board for the past year have been much 
increased over that of former years, and we feel at liberty to 
say for the benefit of those who may hereafter occupy our 
places, that the small amount allowed for services within the 
City proper is by no means a reasonable compensation. 
The servic. s required of this Board are of an uupleasant 
character in more particulars than one. The duties devolved 
by law upon them are not by any means of a mere nominal 
character, nor are the responsibilities light. A more fitting 
compensation should be established; that will secure a more 
vigorous exercise of the powers vested in this Board. 
The most onerous duties of the Board this year have been 
found at the District of "Old Orchard." The utmost vigor and 
vigilance of the Board was required to secure and maintain a 
proper sanitary condition at the place. 
There are several difficulties notv found in the way of secur-
ing such a healthful condition as is desirable at this plice. 
The total want of sewerage and drainage stands the most 
prominent. The topograph}' of the district may be and indeed 
is quite unfavorable for a ready and easy means of sewerage; 
but it is-none the less necessary, and it seems to be an absolute 
and indispensable requirement at the present time. 
For a number of years past there have been congregated to-
gether a large body of individuals at th's point during a few 
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weeks in the year. Many of the habitations have heretofore 
been of a temporary character, and the habits of some o f the 
occupants have in some degree partaken of the rude, temporary 
and irregular construction of their abodes. While through the 
peculiar soil o f the place the watery elements of the refuse and 
excrementitious matter there deposited have passed away, the 
more solid and dangerous elements remain, unabsorbed or taken 
up by vegetable growth. 
There lies also in immediate contiguity of the land upon 
which the buildings stand, a low and marshy piece of land, 
without natural and with very imperfect artificial drainage. 
From this condition of things there arises a danger of 
epidemic diseases consequent to the hourly malarial influences 
there arising. That danger has not in the past been great; 
but it is now constantly increasing, and being augmented by the 
yearly deposits of refuse matter upon and about it. The popu-
lation of that district, whether temporary or permanent, have a 
right to expect reasonable efforts to secure at that place a good 
sanitary condition. 
Independent of the interest which the city has to maintain 
the high character of this watering place, there arises a duty to 
those strangers coming here, who trust in the proper perform-
ance of all municipal obligations. 
While the Board have discussed the various projects suggested 
for a remedy, they do not deem it a part of their ciuty to here 
enter upon the advocacy of any one, but to urge upon the city 
an immediate consideration of the matter. 
There is another want which stands prominent in the needs 
of the place, and that is some public sinks and urinals. It 
irust be remembered that a great proportion of the visitors of 
that place spend but a single day at a time, and come and go 
upon excursion trains of cars. These trains often land a thou-
sand and more pei sons on a day there. The calls of nature 
must be answered. Her laws may be impeded in operation 
but not stopped. The hotels are presumed to provide for their 
guests, but who shall provide for these temporary daily visitors ? 
Or perhaps our question should be, shall they not be provided 
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for? If they ai'e not, a condition of things neither safe to the 
public health and morals, nor creditable to the city, will arise. 
The particular mode of applying the remedy we do not sug-
gest. That some remedy should be applied to the forced con-
dition of things in this respect we insist and urge. 
In the city proper we find a few places requiring the atten-
tion of the Citj- Council. 
The most notable is that upon the corner of Pleasant and 
Elm streets, at the point where the N®rth street and Elm street 
sewers pour their filthy contents into open air in the heart of 
the city for evaporation and inhalation by the residents of 
that vicinity. To the matter descending through these sewers 
is added matter coming from the northwest side of Scammon 
street, of an exceedingly nauseous character. 
The remedy required for this was of such a character that we 
deemed it our duty as well as prudent to call upon the ground 
the Mayor and the Committee upon Sewers and Drains, and 
turn the matter over to them. We learn that the attention of 
the City Council was by them directed to this matter, but we 
are not aware that anything has been done by way of remedy at 
that point. 
It seems to us that farther neglect at this point cannot be 
regarded otherwise than criminal neglect, subjecting the city to 
liability to be indicted for permitting, if not for maintaining, a 
dangerous and public nuisance in their midst. 
A few rods above this point is another bad place. It is on 
the continuation of Pleasant street, and nearly opposite the resi-
dence of Owen B. Chadbourne. 
At this point there is quite a depression on the face on ihe 
earth, into which pours much filthy matter coming down from 
above; this with the surface drainage of its sides not unfre-
quently makes a pool of the most filthy and nauseous kind, which 
remains there until evaporations reduce it, creating very great 
discomfort and danger to the immediate residents. 
There are many more places of minor importance to which a 
remedy can at once be applied by the Board as their condition 
may require attention. 
Places of this latter kind we have frequently been called to 
37 
visit, and have succeeded in all instances in their abatement 
without cost to the city. 
In a matter of so grave moment as that of the health of the 
city, we felt it a duty to call the attention of the City Council to 
these dangerous elements in their midst, which are in their very 
nature continuous unless in some manner remedied. We have 
done it in such language as will assure you of our earnestness 
in the matter if it produces no other effect. 
Their longer continuance will now be chargeable to those 
whose duty it is to provide for their removal, and whose duty 
in this respect is coupled with ample means. 
We may have over-estimated the evils and the danger flowing 
from them ; if we must err in the matter, we prefer it should be in 
this direction rather than in underrating them, and thereby inflict 
upon the city the devastations of epidemics, and the charge of 
criminal neglect in inefficiency in the performance of the duties 
devolved upon us. 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 
RUFUS P. T A P L E Y . 
R E P O R T 
O F T H E 
OVERSEERS OF THE POOR. 
T o THE HONORABLE M A Y O R AND CITY COUNCIL o r SACO : 
GENTLEMEN :—In compliance with the City Ordinance, we 
herewith present to you our Annual report, ending Jan. 31, 
1880. 
The number of inmates at the farm is seventeen. Admitted 
during the past year, six. Discharged, nine. Died during the 
year, two. Admitted by birth, one. Average number, seven-
teen. 
The number assisted away from the Farm is two hundred and 
sixteen. 
Some of this large number have a small income, but not suffi-
cient for their entire support; others, large families with one or 
two able to work a part of the time ; another class, which is sad 
to report in this temperance city of Saco, made so by rum, and 
of this class there is an increase over the previous year. 
The Overseers have tried to perform their duty to those in 
want and distress, by frequent visits at their homes, seeing and 
judging for themselves what they most need, and how best to 
supply their wants. 
We repeat the suggestion made in our last year's report, and 
we feel the importance, more and more,—"Employment for 
able-bodied men who call for aid away from the Farm." 
There have been some valuable improvements made on the 
Farm during the past year, and under the efficient Superintend-
ent the Farm has become one of the finest and best in the 
county, its location, surroundings, fine alluvial soil, and exten-
sive gravel beds, give it a value understood b j few of our citi-
zens. 
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At the house, order, discipline, neatness, economy, good 
management and good living still prevail, and thus the Poor-
house is losing its horror, and the City Farm is becoming a de-
sirable place for the unfortunate. 
The following exhibit shows the expenditures and receipts 
connected with the Poor account, for the year ending Jan. 31, 
1880: 
CITY FARM. 
Expenditures. 
For Stock, Labor and Supplies, $660 92 
Salary of Nathaniel Billings, 450 00 
$1,110 92 
Receipts. 
For Sale of Stock and Produce, $280 68 
Excess of Expenditures over Receipts, $830 24 
Net Expense of Farm, $830.24. 
SUPPORT OF POOR AWAY FROM FARM. 
Expenditures. 
For Support and Expenditures, $1,618 97 
Receipts, 
From Town of Penobscot, $22 00 
" " Kennebunk, 9 50 
u u Freeport, 85 10 
" " Machiasport, 12 75 
City of Portland, 135 50 
Kennebunkport, 80 15 
" Mrs. Scott, G 0 0 
For Wood, 1 2 5 $352 25 
Excess of Expenditures over Receipts, $1,266 72 
Net Expense away from Farm, $1,266.72. 
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GENERAL EXPENSE ACCOUNT. 
Expenditures. 
Total Expense of City Farm, $1,110 92 
away from Farm, 1,618 97 t( fc t 
Receipts. 
Total Receipts from Farm, $280 68 
" " away from Farm, 352 25 
82,729 89 
$ 6 3 2 92 
Excess of Expenditures over Receipts, $2,096 97 
Actual Expense of Poor, $2,096.97. 
Annexed we present an inventory of Stock and Produce on 
Farm, Feb. 1, 1880. 
Respectfully submitted, 
J. F. STEARNS, ) Overseers 
F. A . BOOTHBY, f of 
F R A N K R. MILLIKEN, ) Poor. 
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FIRES A N D ALARMS. 
Ins. 
$2,400 
500 
1879. Loss. 
1. Feb, 4. Alfred street, Biddeford. 
2. " 24. Jas. L . Foss's Tallow Factory, $3,000 
3. Mar. 7. Henry Redlon's Dwelling, Bux-
ton Road, 500 
4. " 14. False Alarm. 
5. " 16. In Biddeford. 
6, " 18. False Alarm. 
7. " 25. tl 
8. " 26. In Biddeford. 
9. May 12. Thos. Huff's Dwelling, Beach St. 200 
10. " 15. In Biddeford. 
11. " 25. Burning Chimney. 
12. June 24. False Alarm. 
13. " 25. In Biddeford. 
14. " 30. False Alarm. 
No Alarm in July. 
15. Aug. 6. In Biddeford. 
16. " 8. 
» . t 
17. 9. u 
18. " 13. 11 
19. Sept. 6. (t 
20. 11. It 
21. Oct. 23. Slight Fire on York Corpora-
tion. No loss reported. 
22. " 24. Shed on Common street. No 
loss reported. 
23. Dec. 5. Slight Fire in Deering's Ave-
nue No loss reported. 
24. " 18. Eastern Depot, North street. 800 
200 
800 
84,500 $3,900 
R E P O R T 
OF T H E ( 
C I T Y S O L I C I T O R . 
T o THE CITY COUNCIL OF SACO : 
The City Solicitor begs leave to submit the following report: 
During the past political year all matters whereiu the City 
was a litigant have been adjusted. 
The City is now entirely out of court. The claims of Francis 
Milliken and Charles E, Gorham, for damages consequent upon 
the location of a way over their lands in 1874 at Old Orchard, 
have been determined by a trial before a jury, who were sum-
moned for that purpose. 
These cases have long been pending, and very large amounts 
were claimed. 
In the case of Mr. Milliken the jury returned a verdict for 
the city. 
In the case of Mr. Gorham the jury assessed the damages at 
the sum of $2,000. 
The result thus attained in these trials was quite satisfactory 
to the officers of the city engaged in the trial, and is believed 
to be just to the applicants; 
The damages allowed Mr. Gorham have been paid, and the 
street has been built; thus one of. the most troublesome matters 
that this administration inherited has been adjusted, and the 
petitioners for the way are now in the enjoyment of it at a rea-
sonable expense to the city. 
Several suits have been commenced wherein the city has been 
summoned as trustee. In all these cases the city has been dis-
charged withoutcost to it. 
The services of the Solicitor has been required by the Over-
seers of the Poor in several instances of importance. 
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The Assessors have required the opinion of the Solicitor upon 
the proper construction of the law of 1878, relative to the State 
valuation, and their duties under it. 
The opinion was given orally, and the report made in accord-
ance therewith. 
The York Manufacturing Company, deeming their valuation 
fixed by the Assessors as too high, made an application to them 
for an abatement. A hearing was had ; the Company appeared 
by counsel, and claim among other things that they are not 
liable to taxation for obligations for money, money at interest, 
and on hand, debts due them more than they are owing, and 
public stocks and securities, held by them, in the hands of their 
Treasurer, residing out of the State ; and they further say if it 
were otherwise, no other corporation in the State is taxed for 
such property so situated, and that the assessment upon them 
of a tax upon such property puts them at disadvantage with 
other manufacturing corporations in the State. 
From the best information that I have been able to obtain, I 
think that most other corporations for a few years have man-
aged to avoid an assessment upon their surplus, existing in 
money, debts due them, notes, bonds, obligations, and other 
securities held by them in the hands of their Treasurer, residing 
abroad and out of the State. 
Should the City Council come to the conclusion, they are au-
thorized to relieve these applicants from so much of their tax as 
may be imposed upon them on account of such property, and 
determine so to do because others avoid it, the question whether 
or not they are legally taxable for such becomes unimportant. 
Otherwise it may be well to make the inquiry concerning their 
liability, and be governed by the opinion received, until the 
matter shall be adjudicated upon by the Supreme Court in some 
proceeding. The amount thus involved is not inconsiderable, 
and the question and the practice to be followed hereafter be-
comes quite important. This matter is here stated partly 
because of the legal question arising, and partly because the 
assessors, as such, make no report at the end of the year. 
During the latter part of the month of December last it ap-
pearing that no summons or other certificate of election was to 
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be given the Representative-elect from this city becauae of an 
assumed delinquency of the Board of Aldermen in attesting the 
return, my opinion was required by the Mayor as to the duties 
of the city government in that respect, and whether or not a 
new election should be ordered. 
A consideration of the question led me to the conclusion that 
no such delinquency existed upon the part of the officers of the 
city as was alleged, and that no vacancy existed, the reasons 
for which are set forth in my opinion returned with this report, 
with the letter of inquiry by the Mayor. 
Subsequently the opinion of the Supreme Court of the State 
relieved the officers from the charge, and the Representative has 
been allowed to take his seat in the Legislature of Maine. 
For services rendered in the trial of the cases of Milliken and 
Gorham before referred to, I have received a reasonable com-
pensation from the City Treasurer. For all other services in 
court and out, I have charged nothing beyond the nominal 
salary provided by you. 
There is existing an old public way, commencing at the road 
near the Old Orchard House and running south-easterly to the 
sea. That portion of it lying north-westerly of the Boston & 
Maine R. R. location is now out of repair and unsafe for the 
passage of travellers. Something needs to be done at this 
point to insure the city against damage, by reason of any person 
being injured in passing over it. 
Propositions have been made for an exchange of this piece 
for the new way laid out by Mr- Ebenezer C. Staples over his 
land, a little way north-east of it. 
I f the exchange can be made without expense to the city, 
and in a manner to save the rights of the city across the rail-
road location to the sea, the public would be quite as well pro-
vided for as by repairing the old way and at some considerable 
less expense. Something needs to be done at this point to 
avoid liability of damage to the city. 
The City Charter confers an exclusive jurisdiction upon the 
City Council in the matter of laying out any new street or 
public way within its limits. Sec. 7, 
Parties desiring new roads are not always content with the 
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judgment of the City Council upon these matters. Hence a 
petition was presented to the present Legislature for an amend-
ment of the charter so as to grant an appeal to either party to 
the County Commissioners. The movement was deemed to be 
prejudicial to the interests of the city, and preparation made to 
resist it, which resulted in the withdrawal of the petition for 
the present at least. 
There is one other matter to which I wish to direct the atten-
tion of the City Council. 
Section 20 of the City Charter provides that " A l l the power 
and authority vested in the inhabitants of any school district in 
the city of Saco by virtue of Chapter 11 of the Revised Statutes, 
relating to the education of youth, shall be and the same is 
hereby invested in the Board of Aldermen and Common Coun-
cil of the city aforesaid, and they are authorized to consolidate 
the school districts of said city, arrange all the affairs of the 
same as a district, and also when such consolidation shall take 
place, to assume the debts and liabilities of the several districts, 
and to provide for them in the same manner as if the debt were 
contracted by the city." 
It will be seen by this provision of the Charter, that the in-
habitants of a school district, immediately upon the Charter 
becoming law, were dissolved as a corporation, and thence for-
ward had no power or authority as such ; that ever since the 
adoption of the City Charter all the powers which the inhabi-
tants had before, relative to the education of youth, were trans-
fered to the Board of Aldermen and Common Council. 
Whether they can act, as districts, and impose particular 
obligations upon the citizens of one territorial division in the 
city, that they do not upon any and all others, admits of grave 
doubts; hence it may be advisable to take such action for 
consolidation of school districts as was contemplated would be 
done, and avoid any complications that may grow out of an 
attempt to assess a portion of the city for any educational pur-
pose. Possibly the provision authorizing the consolidation may 
be held mandatory, inasmuch as no other mode of action is 
provided by the Charter. 
^ " RUFUS P. T A P L E Y , 
City Solicitor of City of Saco. 
MAYOR CLARK'S LETTER OF INQUIRY, 
AND CITY SOLICITOR TAPLEY'S REPLY 
SACO, D e c . 3 0 , 1 8 7 9 . 
D E A R SIR :—At an election held in this city on the 8th day 
of Sept. last, our citizens, by a majority of two hundred and 
forty-nine votes, declared George Parcher, Esq., to be their 
choice for Representative to the next Legislature. 
It is not alleged that the election referred to was illegal in 
any of its details, nor that the will of the people was not fairly 
expressed at the polls ; yet now for the first time in our exist-
ence, either as city or town, we find ourselves adjudged to be 
without representation in the popular branch of the Legislative 
department of the State government. 
Therefore, as chief executive officer of the Gity, bound by my 
oath of office to protect its interests and defend its rights, I 
hereby request you to give me your professional opinion as to 
the tenability in law of the apparently unjust rule, by the ob-
servance of which the Governor and the Executive Council have 
excluded our returns of said election. 
And I further request that you will suggest such measures as 
seem to you best adapted to affording the city relief from its 
present anomalous and embarrassing position. 
Very respectfully your obedient servant, 
OLIVER C. CLARK, MAYOR. 
Hon. Rufus P. Tapley, \ 
City Solicitor, j 
T o THE M A Y O R OF THE CITY OF SACO : 
In reply to your inquiry I have to say : 
The return of the city of Saco, made and duly delivered into 
the Secretary of State's office, of the votes given by the duly 
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qualified electors of that city for the office of Representative to 
the Legislature to be convened-on the'first Wednesday of Jan-
uary, 1880, has been by the canvassing board declared fatally 
defective because signed by only three Aldermen in conjunction 
•with the Mayor of the city and city Clerk. 
This act of the canvassing board is believed to be erroneous. 
1. Unless there is a clear unqualified requirement of law that 
such act shall be done by more than three Aldermen of that 
city, and such requirement is an indispensable prerequisite to 
make it a return, the want of more than the three signatures 
will not justify discarding it as a retnrn. 
The effect of discarding it as a return is the disfranchisement 
of the citizens of the city for a time at least. 
The practical result in the present case is to probably exclude 
them from any voice in the election of Governor and other State 
officers. 
We cannot close our eyes to the ordinary modes of legislation. 
It is the history of the past and as such within our notice. 
This subject becomes important as it bears upon the rule of 
construction to be applied to those provisions of the constitution 
bearing upon the subject. 
Touching this matter I have to say that it is a universal rule 
having its foundation in common justice, as well as being one 
necessary in the administration of a Republican form of govern-
ment, that every intendment shall be made in favor of the 
legitimately expressed will of the people, 
To sacrifice the substance to the most critical adherence to 
unsubstantial form would be doing violence to this rule and pro-
moting that which was sought to be protected by the provisions 
of law under consideration. It is not enough that the provisions 
of law are susceptible of a construction which will defeat the 
will of the people and disfranchise the citizen ; it must be one 
that is susceptible of no other construction. 
This is the rule observed in determining whether or not a 
given statute having all the forms of law is invalid as being in-
consistent with some provision of the constitution. Unless such 
a statute is necessarily an infringement of the higher law of the 
constitution it will not be declared invalid. The will of the 
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people thus duly expressed must stand until met by some pro-
vision of law superior to it. 
The provisions of the constitution relative to the return of 
votes cast in cities is found in the 4th Section of Art. 4, in 
part first of the constitution, and is as follows: 
" T h e Aldermen of any city shall be in session within twenty-
four hours after the close of the polls in such meetings and in 
the presence of the city Clerk shall open, examine and compare 
the copies from the lists of votes given in the several wards, of 
which the city Clerk shall make a record, and return thereof 
shall be made into the Secretary of State's office in the same 
manner as Selectmen of towns are required to do." 
This last sentence requires "return thereof" to be made. 
This I apprehend means a return of the record of the Clerk. 
That is the next preceding antecedent. 
The next requirement is that the return of this record shall be 
made ' 'into the Secretary of State's office" in the same manner 
that Selectmen of towns are required to do. 
Now upon recurring to the previous provisions of the consti-
tution it will be found that there is no provision requiring Se-
lectmen of towns to make any return. 
They are (1) to preside impartially at town meetings; (2) to 
receive the votes of the electors present; (3) to sort, count and 
declare them in open town meeting in the presence of the Clerk; 
(4) attest the list made by the Clerk. 
This ends their duty. They have nothing more to do, every-
thing else remaining to be done is to be done by the Clerk under 
the obligations and responsibilities of his official station and 
oath of office. Nobody has a right to interfere with him there-
after, or any right to the custody or possession of the papers 
thus attested by the Selectmen. He is the legal and exclusive 
custodian of it until he causes it to be delivered into the Secre-
tary of State's officp. 
Now what acts of the Selectmen can the Alderman do? He 
cannot receive the votes. He cannot sort and count the votes. 
He cannot declare them. He cannot attest to how they were 
received or how they were assorted and counted or how they 
were declared. 
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None of the duties which devolve upon the Selectmen can he 
perform. 
All the duties required of Selectmen are required of Wardens, 
and the duties of Town Clerks are required of Ward Clerks, 
and let it be noticed that such important duties are not devolved 
upon them, by saying " in the same manner as Selectmen and 
Town Clerks are required to d o ; " but they specifically enumer-
ated. Their duties do not arise by implication, nor are they 
determined by comparison ; they are specifically and fully de-
clared ; and were it possible and designed that the Aldermen 
should perform any of these duties, there would have been as 
much propriety and necessity of their enumeration as in the cage 
of the Wardens and Ward Clerks. 
It is clear the Aldermen can do no such acts as are required 
of the Selectmen. 
Now what are they required to do specifically and Eo nomine1 
The answer to this question settles the issue upon this 
point: 
1. They are to meet " m session" within twenty-four hours 
after the close of the polls. 
2. In that "session" they are to open, examine and com-
pare the copies of the lists of votes given in the several wards. 
These are the duties enumerated in the Constitution for them 
to perform. They may then adjourn. Their whole duty has 
been done according to the letter of the Constitution. It then 
becomes the duty of the City Clerk to make a record of the 
copies thus examined. It will be noticed that he is not re-
quired to make this record in open session or in the presence of 
the Aldermen. He may make it at any time before it is neces-
sary to forward his return, and it is a record of lists made in 
writing which remain in his office and not of ballots like that of 
Town Clerks. 
If the Alderman has more to do, when and where shall lie do 
it? Shall he do it out of "session?" The duties enumerated 
by the Constitution are required to be done "in session." The 
Constitution pointed out what the Selectmen must do in session 
and what the Aldermen must do in session 
There can, it seems to me, be no pretence that anything more 
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can be required of the Aldermen when in session. They have 
no power of rejection of returns from the wards, they are simply 
the parties who were to open them in public. They cannot 
cross a t or dot an i in them. 
If they had other duties to perform while " in session," and 
subsequent to the record being made, the inquiry arises why 
the record here was not required to be made in open meeting 
and the other acts enumerated, and to be done in open meeting. 
The fact that the City Clerk is not required to make his 
record in open meeting is important as showing that the Alder-
men are not charged with duties even similar to those of Select-
men. 
The record in the case of Selectmen must not only be made 
in open town meeting, but in the presence of the Selectmen. 
In the city there is no requirement of the presence of the Alder-
men when the record is made. * * The Aldermen 
hold the same relation to the ward returns that the Governor 
and Council hold to the town returns ; each are to open, exam-
ine and compare, and prior to 1865 they issued the summons 
to the Representatives, instead ot'the Governor and Council. 
The City Clerk having made his record at his convenience, a 
return thereof is to be made. 
By whom is this to be done? 
Here we strike the inapt language of the Constitution in its 
reference to the duties of Selectmen of towns. 
As before remarked, the Selectmen have no duty to perform 
concerning the returning of the copies into the Secretary of 
State's office. Their duties are at an end when they have at-
tested those copies in open town meeting. They are not even 
required to see them sealed up. 
As to the person who is to make return of this record into 
the Secretary of State's office, I think there can be no doubt 
tha' it devolves upon the City Clerk and a fair rendering of the 
sentence is that the return is to be made into the Secretary of 
State's office within the same time and may be done in the same 
manner that Clerks of towns are required to do. 
An important inquiry is what does "manner" refer to? 
A verbal criticism may aid in this matter. The language is 
not make up a return in the same manner, but the language is 
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return of the record shall be made into the Secretary of State's 
office in the same manner, &c. There was no occasion for say-
ing how the return should be made up or anything as to the 
manner of making up, or as to the form or substance of this 
return; because the "return thereof" is evidently the return of 
the "record , " viz. , a copy of the record. There was occasion 
for providing for the manner of its delivery or transmission, 
and the time of delivery or transmission. 
This, as to Town Clerks, is fixed by both constitutional and 
statutory provisions. It must, by the constitution, be deliv-
ered thirty days before the first Wednesday of January, and, by 
statute, within thirty days after election, or sent by mail within 
fourteen days afler such meeting. (Rev. Stat. chap. 4, sec, 
33) . 
I f the return was to be made from ballots lying before them 
to be sorted and counted then there would be necessity for 
some uniform mode of making the return such as is specifically 
provided in relation to Selectmen and Wardens. 
"Manner" must, I think, refer to the officer transmitting and 
the time and mode o f transmitting. 
After the Clerk had made his record and made a copy of it 
and verified it by his official signature and the seal of the cor-
poration any one or more of the Aldermen could have attested 
that it was a true copy of the record, but it would have been as 
idle a ceremony and as devoid of legal force as the attestation 
of the overseers of the poor or the board of health, unless there 
is some provision of law requiring it to be done as a legal act 
giving force to the instrument the}' attest. 
There is nothing in all the constitution and statutes of the 
State that gives any countenance to such an idea except the 
words found in the last line of the section of the constitution 
referred t o ; and the countenance sought there is attempted 
from the most remote inference. 
Are such serious consequences to be visited upon the elec-
tors of four of the principal cities of this State from not follow-
ing out such an inference to its extremest point of tension ? 
Have officers been charged with the performance of such 
responsible duties through the medium of such uncertain 
expression ? 
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I think they have not, and when they have substantially com-
plied with the clear letter of the constitution their constituents 
may well claim at the hands of each department of government 
protection against any and all who seek wittingly or unwittingly, 
to defraud them of the legitimate results of their elective fran-
chise. 
Giving the constitution the strict construction contended for 
it by the canvassing board officers, (and I use this term be-
cause the Supreme Judicial Court have so pronounced them as 
their opinion found in the 64 volume of the reports of the 
decision,) where is then any authority for an Alderman to do 
anything more than opep, examine and compare the list sent in 
from the wards. None can be found. 
That duty is specifically required of them; no other duty is 
specifically required or necessarily incident to that. 
To disfranchise these cities, some blind uncertain inference 
must be given the power of substantial, clearly expressed pre-
requisites and indispensable in character. 
I understand this canvassing board claim that it requires the 
signatures of four Aldermen, because, they aver, we have seven 
in all. Without stopping to inquire how they extract any such 
fact from the return, we say if such be the case, four constitute 
a quorum for business, and the constitution specificalty requires 
that all the business done in relation to ward returns shall be 
done in session. There being a quorum present, may not any 
three of the four by majority action do all the business required 
of them and pass any votes required at any such meeting ? 
,If the Aldermen had any other business to do in that meet-
ing other than open, examine and compare the lists, might they 
not do it by a major vote of a quorum? Where is the provision 
of the constitution requiring a unanimous action of the board 
when " in session?" Mark, what they do, must be done "in 
session." Out of session these acts have in this matter no more 
efficiency than that of any other citizen. Those absent cannot 
attest to acts done in their absence if they would; but the con-
stitution closes up this line of reasoning because it requires them 
to do all their acts " in session." 
Another inquiry may be made, v iz , : do the Aldermen in this 
matter act individually or as board ? The fact that they are 
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required to be " in session," and a record made of their pro-
ceedings, shows that they act as a board. Acting as a board 
the concurring action of three may give efficiency to the act 
even when four are present. The acts of legislative bodies do 
not require a concurrence of a majority of the whole body ; a 
majority of the number necessary to transact business is re-
quired. Here is a body of men sufficient to transact any 
business devolving on the board of Aldermen. 
They have put it forth as the legitimate act of the board. No 
man can say they did not constitute a majority of those present 
and acting, for they in fact did. There is no presumption 
against the regularity of their act. The presumption is to the 
contrary. 
Upon this point I claim that all the action of the Aldermen 
must be had and done while " in session," and the act of signing 
being done by a majority of a legal quorum present was suffi-
cient even if required to be signed by an Aldermau at all. 
There is another reason which presents itself to my mind, 
viz. : The constitution nowhere confers upon the Governor and 
Council any power or authority over the returns of the elections 
of Representatives in cities. It does in towns. 
The provisifflns of the constitution relative to the election of 
Representatives in cities as it existed prior to 1865 will be 
found on pages 47 and 48 of the Revised Statutes of 1857, being 
article first of the amendments. 
An examination of that article will show that provision was 
there made for the choice of two classes of officers, v iz . : "choice 
of Representatives," and "choice of any other civil officers, 
etc." 
The returns of the election of Representatives were to be 
made to the Aldermen of the city ; they were to open and "de -
clare elected" the person having the requisite number of votes. 
They were then to deliver certified copies of the lists to the 
person elected. These were his credentials. This ended the 
matter at that time so far as the Representative was concerned. 
Now provision must be made for "civil officers." So it is 
provided, that as to those the meeting shall be called and the 
other proceedings had in the same manner, "as in the case of 
votes for Representatives." 
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Now the meeting and voting for civil officers having been 
provided for, to be done in the wards, some provision must be 
made for the returns. This is- done in the last eight lines of 
the article. 
By this the returns are to be opened, examined and com-
pared, but no declaration made, because others are to be joined 
with them in determining who are elected, for instance, County 
Commissioners. So the Clerk is required to make a record of 
them, and make a return of that record into the Secretary of 
State's office. 
In due time these latter lists were to be opened and compared 
by the Governor and Council, as will appear by ch. 78, sec. 5 
of Revised Statutes. 
See also as to Clerk of Courts, ch. 79, sec. 1 ; and County 
Attorney, sec. 12. By this arrangement there was a complete 
provision for both classes. 
Towns had been provided for in the constitution by sec. 5, 
of art. 4, part first, page 28, of Revised Statutes of 1857. 
Now by the amendment in 1865, the towns instead of giving 
certificates to the persons elected, sent the list to the Secre-
tary of State's office, and the Governor and Council issue a 
summons. 
Page 28 in Revised Statutes of 1871 shows in italics where 
the change was made by cutting out page 52, and same Revised 
Statutes shows the amendment as the substitution for what was 
cut out. 
This, keep in mind, only relates to towns and does not apply 
to cities. 
Now comes the amendment for cities. Looking at page 46, 
Revision of 1871, you will see what was cut out in italics. 
Page 53 will show how it was done. It, will show there was 
no substitution at all for the method of ascertaining who was 
elected. 
It was simply "striking out all after the word polls in the 
thirteenth line to and including the word election in the twenty-
first line." 
The result was to put returns into the Secretary of State's 
office in the same maimer returns for civil officers were, and 
make no provision for taking them out. 
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It dropped the Representative return into the same condition 
as the return for civil officers, viz., they are sent into the Sec-
retary of State's office under the same provision of the constitu-
tion, and there is no provision of the constitution for the 
Governor and Council to open them, either as to the Represen-
tative or the civil officer. 
Their power over those of "civil officers" comes from specific 
provisions of Statute as before cited as to County Commissioner, 
Clerk of Courts and County Attorney-. See also as to Register 
of Deeds, chap. 7, sec. 3. County Treasurer, chap. 8, sec. 3. 
Judges of Probate, chap. 63, sec. 2. Registers of Probate, 
sec. 14. Sheriffs, chap. 8, sec. 1. 
I do not find any statute authority for the Governor and 
Council to open and examine the returns from cities as to their 
Representative vote, 
My opinion is, therefore, that a copy of the record of the 
Aldermen, made under the provisions of sec. 5, art 4, part first, 
as amended under the resolve of 1864, is the proper evidence 
for George Parcher to present to the clerk of the House, show-
ing him the duly elected Representative from this city. 
RUFUS P. T A P L E Y , 
City Solicitor. 

R E P O R T 
O F T H E 
SUPERVISOR OF SCHOOLS. 
T o THE H O N . M A Y O R AND C I T Y COUNCIL : 
l a preparing the report required by law, and which I now 
have the honor of submitting, I have departed somewhat widely 
from the established usage, and excluding the wearisome details 
which constitute a year's history of our schools, have confined 
myself to general statements and suggestions. 
The opportunities for education afforded to the youth of our 
city, I have found generous and varied. The ungraded schools 
in the outlying districts, and the lower of the graded sort in 
District No. 1, provide an armor with which the pupil may 
fully equip hi no self for the conflicts of e very-day life ; while the 
High School, designed to be supplementary to them, supplies 
the intellectual discipline which is adapted to give him a place 
among those who mould popular thought and control the destiny 
of the republic. 
As a rule the schools have answered well the purposes for 
which they have been maintained. Nearly all of the teachers 
in the outer districts having had experience as instructors, such 
benefits as naturally flow therefrom have been bestowed upon 
the children under their tuition ; and, in some instances,' fond-
ness for the work joined to ingenuity of method, and ability for 
imparting, has produced results particularly gratifying. One 
or two Summer schools, which I will not designate, were en-
trusted to novices, and partial failures resulted. 
In the graded schools the teachers have been uniformly 
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zealous and faithful in the discharge of their duties, and the 
progress of such of the pupils as have made efforts in any 
degree responsive to theirs, has been proportionally good. No 
changes in the corps have been made, except one, rendered 
necessary by the death of Miss Clara P. Merrill, who had been 
a conscientious and valuable assistant in the Intermediate 
School on Green street. Her sister is now filling the position 
acceptably. 
A Massachusetts gentleman, who is deeply interested in 
public schools, in discussing the question of what should be 
deemed the essential branches of elementary instruction, ac-
credits the late Edward Everett with saying: " T o read the 
English language well, to write with dispatch a neat and legible 
hand, and to be master of the first four rules of Arithmetic so 
as to dispose at once with accuracy of every question of figures 
that comes up in practice,—I call this a good education; and if 
you add the ability to write pure, grammatical English, I regard 
it as an excellent education." This sentiment, while not in 
accord with the views of those modern educators, who would 
make various ornamental and technical branches of study a 
part of the curriculum of the elementary schools, suggests the 
standard which most of us would establish. 
Reading, which under favorable conditions is one of the most 
interesting as well as profitable of school exercises, I found dis-
tasteful to both teachers and scholars, and reduced to a position 
far inferior to its deserts. For the purpose of awakening an 
interest in it, I substituted Munroe's Readers for those of 
Hillard, which had been the text-books in that branch of instruc-
tion for about twenty years, and the good results which at once 
followed the change were so conspicuous that they cannot have 
failed of forcing themselves upon the notice of parents. 
For the spelling-book, in use at the beginning of the year, 
and consisting for the greater part in many-syllabled words, 
and words of difficult orthography rarely used, I have substitu-
ted a little work prepared by Professor Munroe, and entitled a 
"Practical Speller,"—a name which it fully merits. This book, 
though containing some of the sesquipedalian monsters which 
from time immemorial have been applied to the sensible 
purpose of frightening the youthful mind into an appreciation 
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of the symmetry and simplicity of English orthography, has for 
its prominent feature the classification under appropriate head-
ings of such words as plain people use in their ordinary affairs. 
A marked improvement in spelling is manifest since its intro-
duction. 
In penmanship good proficiency has been attained by requir-
ing, the pupils to write upon paper, slate, and black-board, 
numerous exercises additional to those in the copy-book. 
I have thought that the study of Arithmetic in the schools 
below those taught by the Grammar School assistants, should 
be confined to such principles as are within the comprehension 
of the young children who pursue them in those grades. The 
ambitious effort to force the intricate features of the science 
upon immature minds which cannot grasp the reasoning in-
volved, accounts in a great measure, I suspect, for the aversion 
to that branch of study and the failure to master it, which often 
appear in later school life. 
Accordingly, I have confined attention in the schools referred 
to, to so much of Arithmetic as is embraced in frequent opera-
tions under the four underlying principles,—addition, subtrac-
tion, multiplication and division, and in memorizing the tables 
of weights and measures. In view of the manifest fact that 
nearly all of our daily transactions, as far as they deal with 
quantities and values, involve merely these rudiments, and of 
the additional fact that they are fully within the mental scope 
of the scholars mentioned, I have thought that the substitution 
of them for futile and perhaps disastrous attempts to accom-
. plish prematurely the results which should not reasonably be 
expected to appear until a later period, would commend itself 
to the favorable consideration of the public. 
I f the text-book upon Grammar used in Grammar Schools 
were less stilted in language, and less technical in its definitions 
and rules, it would be better adapted to the purpose to which it 
is applied ; yet the teachers by their full appreciation of that 
purpose, and their thorough acquaintance with the principles 
of the science, aiv enabled to supply to such an extent the defi-
ciencies of the book, that the pupil learns to recognize and to 
write good English: that he does not habitually speak it, is 
attributable to carelessness and not to lack of education. 
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A clear and comprehensive knowledge of Geography is not 
acquired from the text-book in use, nor indeed is it obtainable 
from any designed for school purposes which I have ever seen. 
Maps and orreries are indispensable adjuncts to the successful 
pursuit of this study. 
The High School is affording to rich and poor alike oppor-
tunities for an advanced education of their children, which half 
a century ago were within the reach of only the sons of wealthy 
parents and of such other as were aided by the bounty of the 
rich. Provided that the time spent in the schools below is 
properly improved, I can suggest no general change in the line 
of studies in that school, which will answer the requirements of 
those who demand from it an education of a more practical 
character, unless it shall be one which shall convert it into a 
sort of business college, or a school of science, in either of 
which would be involved the employment of numerous expen-
sive teachers of specialties, and in the latter the purchase of 
costly apparatus. Moreover, having supplanted our present 
school by either of the institutions I have mentioned, I appre-
hend that we should still feel the need of just such a course of 
instruction as we are maintaining now. 
The teachers of the Primaries have labored at times during 
the year under the disadvantage of a crowded condition of their 
rooms. A s with the next term this serious obstacle to success 
is likely to assume still larger proportions, I recommend that 
measures be taken at once for supplying one more school of 
that grade. 
During the Summer a school was maintained in the school-
house on the Portland road, for the little ones of that neighbor-
hood. The attendance was very small, and I know of no 
reason for anticipating its material increase during the ap-
proaching Summer. 
I respectfully suggest that you consider the feasibility of re-
moving that building to some convenient spot, with a view to 
the establishment of a permanent mixed school, wherein chil-
dren may be instructed in the branches taught in the Primary 
and Intermediate grades, and prepared for the Grammar schools. 
This change, if made, will demand the employment of a female 
teacher capable of conducting an Intermediate school. 
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Whether the stench pervading the Spring street house is 
harmful, I am unable to say, but that it is offensive is forcibly 
impressed upon all who enter the building. The cause and the 
remedy are equally obvious, and as a measure of precaution, 
and one essential to comfort, I recommend that the former be 
removed. 
Mr. Melcher, the Principal of the High School, in accordance 
with his custom, presents his annual report, which with the 
foregoing is respectfully submitted. 
S. F. CHA.SE, Supervisor. 
R E P O R T 
OF THE 
PRINCIPAL OP THE HIGH SCHOOL. 
T o THE SUPERVISOR OP PUBLIC SCHOOLS : 
D E A R S I R :—My seventh annual report of the High School is 
briefly presented as follows : 
I have been assisted during the year by Miss Lydia M. Chad-
wicli, whose faithful and continued services have identified her 
with the history and success of the school. Instruction has 
been given by us to seventy-five different pupils. Nine have 
graduated with much credit to themselves, and obtained diplo-
mas. Their names are Misses Stephenella L. Allen, Grace L. 
Gilpatric, Edith M. Rice, Masters John W . Bowers, Michael 
R. Burns, John E. Cummings, Harry L . Haseltine, Alfred Me-
serve and Benjamin P. Sands. Two of these are in College, 
and two are to enter. The present senior class numbers seven-
teen. 
To record the death of Miss Clara P. Merrill, a highly es-
teemed member of the Alumni, ia indeed a sad duty. She will 
long be missed by the graduates,.the scholars, and the teachers. 
In no single year has better attention been givep to reading, 
declamation, composition, and English studies in general. 
The penmanship of the scholars is very good. The mathe-
matics are taught from two excellent treatises: Greenleaf's New 
Elementary Algebra, revised edition of 1879; and Professor 
Wentworth's Geometry, third edition, 1879. The text-books 
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of the school are quite satisfactory, with the exception of the 
Geology. A large majority of them should be changed on no 
account. 
The seniors, as an exercise in rhetoric, have critically ex-
amined The Merchant of Venice, Macbeth, the first book of 
Paradise Lost, and a few of Bryant's poems. More of this 
work is contemplated. 
The pupils have raised over $200, and have paid it for a 
piano. A debt of more than $100 remains. An appeal is 
made to friends to devise a method by which the burden may 
be lifted this year. 
The school owns a library of 251 volumes, a catalogue of 
which is herewith appended, in order that parents may know 
what the pupils have to read, and may further increase the list. 
The city has been to no expense whatever for 234 of these 
books, they having been collected by individual effort. 
For your generous praise and encouragement of scholars and 
teachers, I return you many thanks, and remain respectfully 
yours, B. REDFORD MELCHER, Principal. 
Course of Study in the Saco High School. 
R E G U L A R C O U R S E . 
F I R S T T E E M . S E C O N D T E R M . T H I R D T E R M . 
CO Si 
- oS 
SiS 
Latin Gram. & Lessons, 
English Composition, 
Algebra. 
Sallust and Lessons, 
Natural History, 
Algebra. 
Catiline and Lesions, 
Natural History, 
Algebra. 
1 
Se
co
nd
 
Y
ea
r Cicero, 
Algebra, 
Philosophy. 
Cicero, Virgil, 
Geometry, 
Philosophy. 
Virgil, 
Geometry, 
Philosophy. 
T
hi
rd
 
! 
Y
ea
r.
 Physiology, 
French Grammar, 
Virgil. 
Geology, 
French, 
Virgil. 
Botany, 
French, 
Review Latin. 
Se
ni
or
 
Y
ea
r.
 Mental Philosophy, 
Rhetoric, English Liter 
ature, 
General History. 
Mental Philosophy, 
English Literature, 
Astronomy, 
History. 
Arithmetic, 
Chemistry, 
Astronomy. 
C O L L E G E C O U R S E . 
Fi
rs
t 
Y
ea
r.
 
Same as Regular 
Course. 
Same as Regular 
Course. 
Same as Regular 
Couise. 
Se
co
nd
 
Y
ea
r.
 
Greek Grammar, 
Cicero, Algebra, 
Philosophy. 
Anabasis, 
Geometry, Cicero, 
Virgil, Philosophy. 
Anabasis, Greek Prose, 
Virgil, 
Philosophy. 
Se
ni
or
 
Y
ea
r.
 
Greek Prose, Anabasis, 
Khetoric, Virgil, Roman 
and Grecian History. 
Iliad, Greek Prose, 
Virgil, History of 
Rome and Greece. 
Review Greek, 
Arithmetic, 
Review Latin. 
German is optional. Compositions and rhetorical exercises by all; written trans-
lations from the languages; general review at the close of the year. An English 
course o f three years is made by omitting the languages from the Regular Course. 
The first term continues sixteen weeks; the second, twelve weens; the third 
ten weeks. 
LIST OF HIGH SCHOOL TEXT-BOOKS. 
Algebra—Greenleaf'a New Elementary. 
Astronomv—Steele. 
Botany—Wood's Object Lessons. 
Chemistry—Steele's New. 
English Literature-Chambers'. 
French—Otto's Grammar, 
Romain Kalbris par Hector 
Malot. 
Geology—Steele. 
Geometry—Wen tworth 
German—Woodbury's Complete Course, 
Tangenichts, 
Goethe's Faust or William Tel l 
Greek—Hadley's or Goodwin's Grammar, 
Crosby's Xenophon's Anabasis, 
Greek—Boise's Homer's Iliad, 
Jones's Exercises in Greek 
Prose, 
Autenneth's Homeric Dictionary 
History—Smith's Smaller of Greece, 
" " " Borne, 
Swin ton's Outlines of General. 
Latin—Grammar, Cicero, Virgil, Salluat-
Allen and Greenough, Leighton's 
Lessons, and Cooper's Virgil. 
Mental Philosophy—Haven. 
Natural History—Hooker. 
Natural Philosophy—Norton. 
Physiology—Steele. 
Practical Composition and Rhetoric— 
Quackenbos. 
HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY. 
1 Our Mutual Friend, (Dickens.) 
2 The Shepherd's Voice. 
3 The Daughter's Own Book. 
4 A Peep at Number Five. 
5 Memoir of Mary H, Sumner. 
6 Autobiography of Lemuel Norton. 
7 Wm. Miller's Second Coming of Christ. 
8 Travels in Tartary, Thibet, and China. 
9 The History of Marie Antoinette. (J. S. C. Abbott.) 
10 The Year-Book of Facts, (1858). 
11 Spectacles for Young Eyes—Pekin. 
12 Franklin Fifth Reader. 
13 Ecce Homo. ( W . E . Gladstone.) 
14 Sketches of Places and People Abroad. 
15 A Step from the New World to the Old and Back Again. 
16 The Pioneer Boy ; or, Life of A . Lincoln, 
17 Spectacles for Young Eyes—Zurich. 
18 Spectacles for Young Eyes—Rome. 
19 Guilty or Not Guilty. 
20 Life of Lord Timothy Dexter. 
21 Chambers' Miscellany of Useful Knowledge. 
22 Breaking Away. (Optic.) 
23 Outward Bound, 
24 Outlines of Universal History. (Swinton.) 
25 Swinton's Universal History. 
26 Goodrich's History of the United States. 
27 Annual of Scientific Discovery, 1870. 
28 Manual of Commerce. 
29 On the Genesis of Species. (Mivart.) 
30 All's not Gold that Glitters. 
31 The Paragreens visiting the Paris Exhibition. 
32 Climbing the Mountains. 
33 Spectacles for Young Eyes—Moscow. 
34 " " " " Boston. 
3 5 " '<• « " St. Petersburg. 
36 Lectures to Young Women. 
37 Memoir of Maria E. Clapp. 
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38 The Gates Ajar. (Miss Phelps.) 
39 ' Honor May. 
40 The Deaf and Dumb. 
41 English Traits. (R. W . Emerson.) 
42 Grace Truman. 
43 The Shady Side. 
44 A Course of Reading. 
45 Victoire : a Novel. 
46 Northwood: Life North and South. 
47 City and Country Life. 
48 Thorpe. 
49 The Canoe and Saddle, (Winthrop.) 
50 Over the Cliffs. 
51 The Foresters : a Tale. 
52 The Chevaliers of France. 
53 Black Diamonds. (Burlesque Lectures.) 
54 The Sand Hills of Jutland. 
55 The Bay-Path : N. E. Colonial Life. 
56 Peter Farley's Ancient and Modern Literature: the 
World. 
57 Peter Parley's Manners and Customs of Nations: Enter-
prise and Art of Man. 
58 The Sisters : a Tale. 
59 Peter Parley's Glance at the Sciences and Philosophy. 
60 Sibert's Wold : a Tale. 
61 Willard's History of the United States. 
62 The Two Admirals : a Tale. (Cooper.) 
63 ShurtlefF's Governmental Instructor. 
64 Wood's Object Lessons in Botany. 
65 Constitution of U. S., Declaration of Independence, &c. 
66 Life and Letters of Mrs. E. C. Judson. 
67 Art of ' onversation. 
68 Natural and Experimental Philosophy. 
69 Lives of the Signers to the Declaration of Independence. 
70 The Formation of Character of Young Men. 
71 Pictorial History of the World. (Goodrich.) 
72 Histoiy of Civilization in Europe. (Guizot.) 
73 Parton's Life of Horace Greeley. 
74 Records from the Life of S. V. S. Wildes. 
75 The Rangers ; or, the Tory's Daughter. 
76 The Constitution of Man. (Geo. Combe.) 
77 Salt Water Bubbles. (Martingale.) 
78 The Young Man's Aid. 
79 Letters from the U. S., Cuba, and Canada. 
80 Physiology, Animal and Mental. 
81 The Whip, Hoe, and Sword; or, the Gulf Department 
in '63. 
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82 Tappan's New World to the Old and Back Again. 
83 Life of Horace Greeley. (Parton.) 
84 Richard of York ; Brambletye House, &c. 
85 Illustrations of Scripture ; a Tour through Holy Land. 
86 Ivanhoe, by Sir Walter Scott. 
87 Haps and Mishaps of a Tour in Europe. 
88 • A t Home and Abroad, in America and Europe. 
89 Japan. 
90 Elements of Political Economy. 
91 My Schools and Schoolmasters. (Hugh Miller.) 
92 Tales of My Landlord : Count Robert of Paris. (Sir W. 
Scott.) 
93 Ida May. 
94 The W a y to Do . Good , 
95 Elements of Agricultural Chemistry. 
96 The Lamplighter. 
97 Across the Continent. (Samuel Bowles.) 
98 The Sexuality of Nature. • 
99 The Draytons and Davenants. 
100 Light and Electricity. (John Tyndall.) 
101 The Merchant of Berlin. 
102 The Life of Benjamin Franklin. 
103 Page's Theory and Practice of Teaching. 
104 John Ruskin's Lectures on Art. 
105 The Lamplighter. 
106 The Blind Man's Offering. 
107 Tales of my Landlord, (Sir Walter Scott.) 
108 Mabel Vaughn. 
109 Scenes and Legends of the North of Scotland. (Hugh 
Miller.) 
110 Miscellaneous Works of Henry MacKenzie, Esq. 
111 Europa; or, Scenes in England, France, Italy, and Swit-
zerland. 
112 Life of Rev. Andrew Fuller. 
113 Beyond the Mississippi. (Richardson.) 
114 The Great Industries of the United States. 
115 The Women of the War. 
116 Littell's Living A g e . 
117 " 
118 Joseph the Second and his Court. 
119 Wives and Daughters. 
120 Littell's Living Age , 1847. 
121 Harper's Monthly Magazine, 1865-66. 
122 Grant and Sherman. (Headley.) 
123 Meyer's Mexico. 
124 The Polar and Tropical Worlds. (Hartwig.) 
125 Four Years of Fighting. (Carleton.) 
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126 From Wall Street to Cashmere. 
127 Peterson's Military Heroes of the Revolution. 
128 Orange Blossoms. (T. S. Arthur.) 
129 Livingstone's Travels in South Africa. 
130 Arctic Adventures by Sea and Land. 
131 Edwin rirothertoft. (Winthrop.) 
132 Peter Caradine. 
133 El Fureidis. 
134 Men of Character, by Douglas Jerrold, 
135 The Philosophy of Natural History. (Snellie.) 
136 Vicar of Wakefield. (Goldsmith.) 
137 Macaulay's Essa3Ts. 
138 Macaria. (Miss Evans ) 
139 Mark Hurdlestone. 
140 A Struggle for .Life 
141 Littell's Living Age. 1853, 
142 The Shady Side. 
143 Gilbert Starr. 
144 Robinson Crusoe. (Defoe.) 
145 Capt. Canot; or, Twenty Years of an African Slaver. 
146 The Philosophy of Natural History. (Ware.) 
147 My New Home. 
148 Geography of Nature. 
149 The Scarlet Letter. 'Hawthorne.) 
150 Cutter's Physiolog3% 
151 Up Hill; or, Life in a Factory. 
152 Beecher's Life Thoughts. 
153 Life and Campaigns of Napoleon Bonaparte. 
154 Origin of the Late War. 
155 Forest Buds from the Woods of Maine. 
156 The True American. 
157 Japan as it was and is. (Hildreth.) 
158 Science and the Arts of Industry. 
159 Life of Gen. Zachary Taylor. 
160 Peter Parley's Curiosities of Human Nature: Lives of 
Benefactors. 
161 Peter Parley's Famous Indians : Celebrated Women. 
162 " " Lights and Shadows of American and Eu-
ropean History. 
163 Peter Parler's Lights and Shadows of Asiatic and African 
History. 
164 Peter Parley's History, Manners, Customs, and Antiqui-
ties of American Indians. 
165 Mary, Queen of Scots. Vol. I , 
166 " " " " Vol. II . 
167 Contradictions. 
168 Life of John H. W . Hawkins. 
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169 Life of Sir John Franklin. (McClintock.) 
170 Kendall's Santa Fe Expedition. 
171 Lord's Laws of Figurative Language. 
172 Illustrated Library of Wonders : Water. 
173 Female Life among the Mormons. 
174 Striving and Gaining. 
175 Life of General Marion. 
176 Marco Paul's Voyages and Travels : Boston. 
177 The I}oy of Mount Rhigi. 
178 Clinton ; or, Boy Life in the Country. 
179 Essay on Prophetic Symbols. 
180 Biography of Henry Clay. (Geo. D . Prentice.) 
181 Travel and Adventure in the Far West with Fremont. 
182 Alderbrook. 
183 Wensley ; or, a Story without a Moral. 
184 Patent Office Report, 1860. Engravings. 
185 " " " Text. 
186 Life of Benjamin Franklin. 
187 Forest and Shore. (Ilsley.) 
188 Poems of Collins, Gray, and Beattie. 
189 The Curse Entailed. 
190 Peter Caradine. 
191 A Thousand Miles Walk in South America. (Bishop.) 
192 Life and Death in a Rebel Prison. 
193 A Lily among Thorns. 
194 Tottie's Trial. 
195 Life of P. T . Barnum. 
196 What I know of Farming. (Greeley.) 
197 What Came Afterwards. (T . S. Arthur.) 
198 Cornell's Life of Horace Greeley. 
199 Cecil Dreeme. (Winthrop.) 
200 The Castle Builders. 
201 Glimpses and Gatherings in London in 1851. 
202 Agriculture of Maine, 1871. 
203 Barnaby Rudge, Vol. I. (Dickens.) 
204 " " Vol. II . " 
205 Ned Nevins, the News Boy. 
206 Anderson's History of the United States. 
207 Wool Gathering. (Gail Hamilton.) 
208 Home Lights and Shadows. (T . S. Arthur.) 
209 Battles of Our Navy. 
210 Milton's Paradise Lost. 
211 Teachings of Patriots and Statesmen on Slavery. 
212 Water Power of Maine. (Walter Wells.) 
213 Harper's Magazine, 1854. 
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214 National Magazine. Vol. I . 
215 " " Vol II . 
216 " " Vol. I II . 
217 " " Vol. IV . 
218 Irving's Life of Washington. Vo l . 1 . 
219 " " " " " Vol. II . 
220 " " •' Vol I I I . 
221-237 The American Cyclopaedia. (Appleton's.) 
238 Thorpe. 
239 Harry Muir ; Scottish Life. 
240 Two Marriages. (Miss Mulock.) 
241 The Money Maker and other Tales. 
242 The Three Scouts. (Trowbridge.) 
243 Monroe's Second Reader. 
244 " Third " 
245 " Fourth " 
246 " Fifth 
247 " Sixth " 
248 The Yankee Middy. (Optic.) 
249 The Swiss Family Robinson. 
250 The Gilded Age. (Mark Twain & Warner.) 
251 The Match Girl. 
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